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There is some would say, a lack of ólustreô from the Christian community in regards to Creation, 
Environment and Responsibility. This is one of the reasons I have written the óEarthday Iconô, so 
that whoever looks upon it in silent reflection may rejoice in the beauty of Creation and recall 
Godôs commission to look after it and tend it. 
 
Our present era is about self and ñselfiesò. We do not see beyond our social setting, our own 
personhood. Individualism reigns. Social media, TV, and advertising, has degraded and super-
charged humankind to a material world of things, often to the detriment of the human person 
and Planet Earth. 
 
Perhaps we are now trying to redress the imbalance by focusing on the self in all its aspects. 
This is not a bad thing in itself as long as the perspective is broad and varied. To underestimate 
the power of materialism on the self, and the compartmentalisation of our world in order for the 
self to own and take power over our cosmos has led to the geographical and natural world 
experiencing the brunt of this movement. 
 
ñIn recent years, we have been reminded ï indeed in a painful way ï of this truth ï with 
the cruel flora and fauna extinction, with the irresponsible soil and forest clearance, and 
with the unacceptable noise, air, and water pollution. Yet our concern for the 
environment is not a form of superficial or sentimental love. It is a way of honouring and 
dignifying our very Creation by the hand and word of God. It is a way of listening to the 
ómourning of the land.ô Hosea 41:3 and óthe groaning of Creationô Romans 8:22.ò 1 
 
The human self has been channelled into what can be gained from this world. Whatôs in it for 
me rather than what can be given to this world? What can I offer in my uniqueness? This is 
another reason why I have written this óEarthday Iconô so that individually and as a community 
we can see the Divine Plan and humanityôs uniqueness within it, and also humanityôs essential 
role in this Divine Plane to nurture nature. 
 
The human connectivity to the natural world seems a thing of the distant past although recent 
recognition by the media of this fact has led to a plethora of TV programmes: Spring Watch, 
Blue Planet II etc. Because we have compartmentalised ourselves into little boxes watching little 
boxes, the geographical and natural world must come to us.  Story telling of the fauna and flora 
of our geographical and natural world has now become a big thing through the media. But 
where do we see the self in it. Are we just spectators looking at a distance, at those parts of the 
world that still have the ñnaturalò way of life, as it used to be? Would the self be happy to have a 
ñselfieò with the natural world and leave it at that? Me and Mount Kilimanjaro? Me and a panda? 
Can the selfie move beyond the self and see what the self is doing to the panda?   
 
The óEarthday Iconô is a Creation icon and in it I wanted to include the beauty of animals, the 
preciousness of their continued existence through conservation.  So I turned to the work of 
Gerald and Lee Durrell here in Jersey over the last 50 years. Thanks to the work of the late 
Gerald Durrell and his wife Lee who is now Honorary President of the Durrell Wildlife Trust, we 
are very privileged in Jersey to have the Durrell Wildlife Zoo, which does incredible work in the 
conservation of endangered species. Many people in Jersey are proud of this establishment and 
admire its work. 
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 The setting up of the Durrell Wildlife Zoo and Trust, and their considerable work in stewardship 
and conservation, is for me a necessary ingredient for this Orthodox icon.  Each Habitat within 
the óEarthday Iconô has been populated by the different animal species that can be found at 
Durrell Wildlife Zoo (Jersey Zoo). This óEarthday Iconô highlights Divine intention and the need of 
all people to take up the challenge to be stewards of the Earth. 
 
Within this booklet I would like to acknowledge the work of Gerald and Lee Durrell and the 
Durrell Wildlife Zoo in Jersey for all the work they initiated for the conservation of endangered 
species and their habitats.   
 
The late Gerald Malcolm Durrell OBE was born in January 1925 and died in January 1995. On 
the Wikipedia website he is described as: 

ñA British naturalist, zookeeper, conservationist, author and television presenter. He 
founded what is now called the Durrell Wildlife Conservation Trust and the Durrell 
Wildlife Park on the Channel Island of Jersey in 1959.ò 2 

It was here at the wildlife park in Jersey that he set up his ñStationary Arkò, and it is here that his 
ashes are buried under a memorial plaque which reads: 

ñThe beauty and genius of a work of art may be re-conceived, though its first material 
expression be destroyed; a vanished harmony may yet again inspire the composer; but 
when the last individual of a race of living beings breathes no more, another heaven and 
another earth must pass before such a one can be again.ò 3 

There is no doubt that Gerald Durrell was ahead of his time in his concept of a ñstationary arkò. 
This idea was based on the following premise:  

¶ ñThe primary purpose of a zoo should be to act as a reserve of critically 
endangered species which need captive breeding in order to survive. 

¶ They can serve the secondary purposes of educating people about wildlife and 
natural history, and of educating biologists about the animal's habits. 

¶ Zoos should not be run for the purposes of entertainment only, and non-
threatened species should be re-introduced into their natural habitats. 

¶ An animal should be present in the zoo only as a last resort, when all efforts to 
save it in the wild have failed.ò 4   

 
Durrell chose the dodo, the flightless bird of Mauritius that was hunted to extinction in the 17th 
century, as the logo for both the Durrell Wildlife Zoo and the Trust. Where children in Jersey 
were invited to join the Dodo Club, this is something I very much remember as a child. 
 
Gerald Durrell undertook many field trips to fulfill his mission to make known the plight of 
endangered species of animals in our world. He knew that getting the message out onto TV and 
in libraries would tell the story of these animals as well as being present in his ñStationary Arkò 
in Jersey.  
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Here is a resume of his major expeditions5  
 
Year Place Primary 

purpose 
Book Film Species in 

focus 

1947 / 1948 Mamfe, British 
Cameroons (now 
Cameroon) 

Independent 
animal collecting 
mission for 
British zoos 

The Overloaded 
Ark 

ð Angwantibo, 
giant otter shrew 

1949 Mamfe and 
Bafut, British 
Cameroons (now 
Cameroon) 

Independent 
animal collecting 
mission for 
British zoos 

The Bafut 
Beagles 

ð Galago, hairy 
frog, African 
golden cat, flying 
mouse 

1950 British Guiana 
(now Guyana) 

Independent 
animal collecting 
mission for 
British zoos 

Three Singles to 
Adventure 

ð Giant otter, 
poison arrow 
frogs, Surinam 
toad, capybara, 
Brazilian 
porcupine, 
curassow 

1953 / 1954 Argentina and 
Paraguay 

Partially 
sponsored 
animal collecting 
mission 

The Drunken 
Forest 

ð Burrowing owl, 
ovenbird, 
anaconda, rhea, 
giant anteater 

1957 Bafut, British 
Cameroons (now 
Cameroon) 

Animal collecting 
mission for his 
own to-be zoo 

A Zoo in My 
Luggage 

To Bafut With 
Beagles 

Patas, galago, 
grey-necked 
rockfowl 

1958 Patagonia, 
Argentina 

Animal collecting 
mission for his 
own Jersey Zoo 

The Whispering 
Land 

Look 
(Argentinian 
Expedition) 

South American 
fur seal, 
Patagonian hare, 
vampire bat, 
Magellanic 
penguin 

1962 Malaysia, and 
Australia and 
New Zealand 

Shooting of the 
BBC Nature 
series Two in the 
Bush 

Two in the Bush Two in the Bush Kakapo, kǕkǕ, 
kea, tuatara, 
Sumatran 
rhinoceros, 
Leadbeater's 
possum 

1965 Sierra Leone Animal collecting 
mission for 
Jersey Zoo to be 
made into a TV 
series by BBC 

Section of Catch 
Me a Colobus 

Catch Me a 
Colobus 

Colobus, African 
leopard, red river 
hog, potto 

1968 Mexico Animal collecting 
mission for 
Jersey Zoo 

Section of Catch 
Me a Colobus 

ð Volcano rabbit, 
thick-billed parrot 

1969 Great Barrier 
Reef, Northern 
Territory and 
Queensland, 
Australia 

Conservation 
fact-finding 
mission, with 
possible material 
for book never 
written 

ð ð Great Barrier 
Reef species 

1976, 1977 Mauritius and 
other Mascarene 
Islands 

Two back-to-
back 
conservation 

Golden Bats and 
Pink Pigeons 

The Mauritius 
Conservation 
Mission, The 

Pink pigeon, 
Rodrigues fruit 
bat, Round 
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missions and 
animal collecting 
expeditions for 
local breeding 
and the Jersey 
Zoo 

Round Island 
Project 

Island boa, 
Telfair's skink, 
Gunther's gecko, 
Mauritius kestrel 

1978 Assam, India 
and Bhutan 

Conservation 
mission and 
filming for an 
episode in a 
BBC series 

ð "Animals Are My 
Life" episode in 
The World About 
Us series 

Pigmy hog 

1982 Mauritius and 
other Mascarene 
Islands and 
Madagascar 

Conservation 
mission and 
animal collecting 
expedition for 
local breeding 
and Jersey Zoo 
to be filmed for a 
BBC TV series 
about the Trust's 
role in other 
countries 

Ark on the Move Ark on the Move Pink pigeon, 
Rodrigues fruit 
bat, Round 
Island boa, 
Telfair's skink, 
Gunther's gecko, 
Mauritius kestrel, 
indri, 
Madagascan 
boa 

1984 Soviet Union Shooting of the 
Channel 4 TV 
series Durrell in 
Russia 

Durrell in Russia Durrell in Russia Przewalski's 
horse, saiga, 
cranes, Russian 
desman 

1989 Belize As part of 
Programme for 
Belize ð a 
conservation 
project which 
aimed to 
conserve 
250,000 acres 
(1000 km

2
) of 

tropical rain 
forest 

ð ð Belizean rain 
forest species 

1990 Madagascar Conservation 
mission and 
animal collecting 
expedition for 
local breeding 
and Jersey Zoo 

The Aye-Aye 
and I 

To the Island of 
Aye-Aye 

Aye aye, indri, 
ring-tailed lemur, 
Alaotran lemur, 
tenrec 

 
Two major initiatives by Gerald Durrell brought the ñStationary Arkò into the media limelight, and 
helped raise funds for his work. The interest of the Fauna and Flora Preservation Society to 
start and host the World Conference on Breeding Endangered Species in Captivity as an Aid to 
their Survival in 1972 at Jersey Zoo, (it is today one of the most prestigious conferences in the 
field), and in 1972 to invite Princess Anne to become a patron of the Trust, which she remains 
to this day.  
 
Gerald met his second wife Lee in 1977 at Duke University, where she was studying for a PhD 
in animal communication and they married in 1979. This was to prove a fecund relationship in 
the work of animal conservation and in the highlighting of the crisis facing many species 
because of human intervention and habitat loss. She co-authored a number of books with him, 
including The Amateur Naturalist, and became the Honorary Director of the Trust after his 
death. 
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ñFollowing his death, the Jersey Wildlife Preservation Trust was renamed Durrell Wildlife 
Conservation Trust at the 40th anniversary of the zoo on 26 March 1999. The Wildlife 
Preservation Trust International also changed its name to Wildlife Trust in 2000, and 
adopted the logo of the black tamarin.ò 6  
 
In the last year Durrell has gone back to being a Zoo, Jersey Zoo. 
 
When I came to writing the óEarthday Iconô I though the work at the Zoo was an apt reflection on 
the greater environmental issue facing our planet earth at the moment. But, also its strong work 
in conservation. Its history and ethos could be summed up by this quote as stated on their 
website: 
 
ñToday, the overarching role of our animal collection in Jersey and overseas ï our óarkô, 
as Gerald would have it ï is conservation. We manage breeding programmes for release 
back to the wild, develop the skills and tools to conserve species in the wild, train others 
in animal husbandry and conservation practice, and communicate important messages 
to our visitorsé We rigorously and regularly assess our animal collection, assigning 
each animal in our collection to one of four roles: conservation, research and training, 
education, or visitor experience. By 2020, we aim to have 90% of the species at Jersey 
Zoo contributing to conservation, training and research, or education.ò 7  
 
This diagram8 on the Durrell site shows the four sections of the Jersey Zoo and the number of 
species of animals they currently have in each section: 
 

 
orters. This is where the Durrell Index comes in. This set of indicators, tim 

 
Durrell has what it call a Red Index of Species Survival, looking at what the long term impact of 
Durrellôs conservation programmers are achieving on targeted species of animals. The following 
diagram9 from their site gives a good idea. 
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Why have Durrell kept to the idea of a ñstationary arkò a zoo? As part of their stated purpose on 
their comprehensive website they write: 
 
ñFor species that have become highly threatened in their native habitat and their entire 
population has become very small, it may be necessary to bring some individuals into 
captivity. Of course bringing a number of individuals of a highly threatened species into 
captive conditions is a difficult and challenging task. Given that they are rare, there is 
often very little known about how to breed the species. Therefore in situations where we 
are preparing to propose captive breeding as a conservation response for a particular 
species, we often build up knowledge with closely related or 'model' species. The animal 
collection here also supports our field programmes in other ways. The skills our animal 
staff regularly utilise on a daily basis such as handling, data recording and performing 
veterinary procedures are equally useful in the field, and many of our keepers travel to 
our overseas projects to assist and advise. In addition many of our staff are also highly 
competent field technicians, performing survey work, around the globe.ò 10 
 
All this work clearly shows the commitment of Durrell Wildlife Trust to conservation. It is here 
therefore that I include a brief resume of each of the animals found at Durrell and found 
therefore in the óEarthday Iconô a description of each animal, its distribution within the world, its 
favoured habitat and why it is endangered, namely, what are the conservation issues facing 
each of these animal species. I have also tried to explain albeit briefly why each animal is a 
cause for concern and indicating their status on the I.U.C.N. 

 International Union for Conservation of Nature  
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Also mentioned where necessary are the ñAgreement on the Conservation of African-Eurasian 
Migratory Waterbirdsò (AEWA), and ñCITES Appendix II classifiedò.  
 

Sky habitat 

Hottentot teal 

  
 

Kingdom Phylum Class Order Family 

Animalia Chordata Aves Anseriformes Anatidae 

 
Latin name: Spatula hottentota  
Distribution &Habitat: It is migratory resident in eastern and southern Africa, from Sudan and 
Ethiopia west to Niger and Nigeria and south to South Africa and Namibia. In west Africa and 
Madagascar it is sedentary. The Hottentot teal breed year round, depending on rainfall, and stay 
in small groups or pairs. They build nests above water in tree stumps and use vegetation. This 
species is omnivorous and prefers smaller shallow bodies of water.11  
Features: is a dabbling duck. 
Conservation concern: Habitat degradation (e.g. wetland conversion by commercial and 
subsistence agriculture in South Africa) is the main threat to this species, so the protection of 
wetlands and waterside vegetation (also deliberately burnt in South Africa) is necessary to 
maintain populations. This species is hunted (e.g. it is hunted for local consumption and trade at 
Lake Chilwa, Malawi), and although hunting at current levels does not threaten the species, a 
control of hunting practices may be necessary in the future to maintain population sizes at 
current levels.12  
The Hottentot teal is one of the species to which the Agreement on the Conservation of African-
Eurasian Migratory Waterbirds (AEWA) applies13
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Asian fairy bluebird 

        
 

Kingdom Phylum Class Order Family 

Animalia Chordata Aves Passeriformes Irenidae 

 
Latin name: Irena puella  
Distribution & Habitat: This fairy-bluebird is found in forests across tropical southern Asia from 
the Himalayan foothills, India, Bangladesh and Sri Lanka east through Indochina, the Greater 
Sundas and Palawan (Philippines). In the Indian part of its range this species is confined to the 
evergreen forests of the hills and plains, but elsewhere it is regular in various types of humid 
and deciduous forests from lowlands up to about 1,600 m. The species has been reported to be 
more frequent in mature rainforests and in rustic cardamom plantations under native shade 
trees than in coffee plantations14 
Features: is a medium-sized, arboreal passerine bird. The adult Asian fairy bluebird is about 24 
to 27 cm. The male has glossy, iridescent blue upperparts, and black underparts and flight 
feathers. The female and first year male are entirely dull blue-green15 
Conservation Concern: The population is suspected to be in decline owing to ongoing habitat 
destruction and fragmentation as well as hunting pressure.16 
 

Red-billed chough 

        
 

Kingdom Phylum Class Order Family 

Animalia Chordata Aves Passeriformes Corvidae 

 
Latin name: Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax,  
Distribution & Habitat:  The red-billed chough breeds in Ireland, western Great Britain, the Isle 
of Man, southern Europe and the Mediterranean basin, the Alps, and in mountainous country 
across Central Asia, India and China, with two separate populations in the Ethiopian Highlands. 
It is a non-migratory resident throughout its range.17  Also found here in Jersey. 
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Features: This bird has glossy black plumage, a long curved red bill, red legs, and a loud, 
ringing call. It has a buoyant acrobatic flight with widely spread primaries. The red-billed chough 
pairs for life and displays fidelity to its breeding site, which is usually a cave or crevice in a cliff 
face. It builds a wool-lined stick nest and lays three eggs. It feeds, often in flocks, on short 
grazed grassland, taking mainly invertebrate prey.18  
Conservation concern:  The population is estimated to be in decline following noted decreases 
in the European population. In Europe, trends between 1980 and 2013 show the population to 
be stable. However in the short-term (2000-2012) the European population is estimated to be 
decreasing.19 
 

Chestnut-backed thrush 

        
 

Kingdom Phylum Class Order Family 

Animalia Chordata Aves Passeriformes Turdidae 

 
Latin name: Geokichla dohertyi  
Distribution & Habitat: Endemic to Lombok, Timor and the Lesser Sunda Islands in 
Indonesia.20 
Features: 16-18 cm. crown all blackish, face more extensively white; underparts different, with 
black of breast smudging. 
Conservation concern: This species is listed as Near Threatened because there are some 
indications that its population is fragmented and undergoing a continuing moderately rapid 
decline owing to trapping. Little is currently known about the population size and structure of, 
and threats to, this species. Further information may indicate it is more threatened.21 
 

Nicobar pigeon 
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Kingdom Phylum Class Order Family 

Animalia Chordata Aves Columbiformes Columbidae 

 
Latin name: Caloenas nicobarica 
Distribution & Habitat: found on small islands and in coastal regions from the Andaman and 
Nicobar Islands, India, east through the Malay Archipelago, to the Solomons and Palau. A 
Nicobar pigeon was found in the western Kimberley, Australia in May 2017 
Features: It is a large pigeon, measuring 40 cm in length. The head is grey, like the upper neck 
plumage, which turns into green and copper hackles. The tail is very short and pure white. The 
rest of its plumage is metallic green. The cere of the dark bill forms a small blackish knob; the 
strong legs and feet are dull red.22  
Conservation concern: The 2004 Indian Ocean tsunami caused massive damage on the 
Nicobar Islands. Trapping for food, the pet trade and perhaps for their gizzard-stones is a 
serious threat. The clearance of small islands for plantations and the adjacent areas of lowland 
forest which it requires for foraging must have reduced numbers. Predation by rats, cats and 
other alien predators at nesting grounds can affect large numbers of birds due to the colonial 
nature of the species. 23 
 

Wrinkled hornbill  

        
 

Kingdom Phylum Class Order Family 

Animalia Chordata Aves Bucerotiformes Bucerotidae 

 
Latin name: Aceros corrugatus  
Distribution & Habitat: is found in forest in the Thai-Malay Peninsula, Sumatra and Borneo and 
is a forest species. 
Features: The wrinkled hornbill is around 70 cm long, and has a very large bill that is fused to 
the skull. It has mainly black plumage, a blue eye-ring, and a broadly white tail. Their call is a 
harsh "Kak-kak," or a deep "Row-wow" which can be heard for miles.24 
Conservation concern: The population is suspected to be in decline owing to ongoing habitat 
destruction and fragmentation and, locally, hunting for food.25 
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Saint Lucia Amazon 

        
 

Kingdom Phylum Class Order Family 

Animalia Chordata Aves Psittaciformes Psittacidae 

 
Latin name: Amazona versicolor  
Distribution & Habitat : It is endemic to Saint Lucia and is the country's national bird. Its 
natural habitat is subtropical or tropical moist montane forest. 26 
Features: Colourful parrot with Blue face and forehead. Red area on breast becoming maroon 
and mottled on lower breast and belly. Red speculum. Dark blue primaries. Tail tipped yellow. 
Only parrot on St Lucia. Noisy and raucous screeching. Also purring, cackling, shrieking and 
honking noises. 
Conservation concern: The human population of St Lucia is growing at a considerable rate, 
increasing pressure on the forest and resulting in habitat loss. Selective logging of mature trees 
may significantly reduce breeding sites, and hurricanes, hunting and trade pose further threats. 
There have been recent efforts to lift the moratorium on hunting within forest reserves, which 
would seriously threaten this species.  CITES Appendix I and II. It is protected by domestic 
legislation. Education and awareness programmes have turned the bird into a national symbol. 
This has successfully eliminated hunting27 
 

Meller's duck 

        
  

Kingdom Phylum Class Order Family 

Animalia Chordata Aves Anseriformes Anatidae 

 
Latin name: Anas melleri 
Distribution & Habitat: It is endemic to eastern Madagascar.  
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Features: 55-68 cm. A large duck, rather dark brown all over, with narrow paler fringes to 
feathers on upperparts and wider fringes on underparts. Head is dark, upperwing has green 
speculum bordered narrowly by white, underwing conspicuously whitish. Pale grey, rather long 
bill, with varying dark patches at base. Orange legs and feet. Overall dark appearance, large 
size, long bill, and whitish underwings.28 
Conservation concern:  Randriamahefasoa (2001) states that there are very high hunting 
levels on Lake Alaotra, an important site. Hunting is intensive and possibly similar to that at 
Lake Alaotra over much of its range, and the species is very intolerant of human disturbance, so 
the establishment of agriculture will cause birds to leave a site. In light of this report, rapid 
declines are suspected to be occurring over much of its range. 29 
 

White-winged duck 

        
  

Kingdom Phylum Class Order Family 

Animalia Chordata Aves Anseriformes Anatidae 

 
Latin name: Asarcornis scutulata  
Distribution & Habitat: Bangladesh; Cambodia; India; Indonesia; Lao People's Democratic 
Republic; Myanmar; Thailand; Viet Nam. The white-winged duck occurs in dense tropical 
evergreen forests, near rivers and swamps.  
Features: 66-81 cm. Large, dark, forest duck with contrasting whitish head and upper neck. 
Males have mostly dull yellowish bill, blackish mottling on head and upper neck, white lesser 
and median coverts and inner edges of tertials and bluish-grey secondaries. In flight, white 
wing-coverts contrast with the rest of the wings. Females are smaller and usually have more 
densely mottled head and upper neck. Flight call is series of vibrant honks, often ending with 
nasal whistle, single, short, harsh honks. Very secretive, and often feeds only at night. 
Conservation concern: This speciesô population is suspected to have decreased very rapidly 
owing to the widespread loss, degradation and disturbance of lowland river habitats. Resultant 
small and fragmented populations are susceptible to hunting and opportunistic collection of 
eggs and chicks. 30 

Sumatran laughingthrush 
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Kingdom Phylum Class Order Family 

Animalia Chordata Aves Passeriformes Leiotrichidae 

 
Latin name: Garrulax bicolor 
Distribution& Habitat: It is endemic to highland forest on the Indonesian island of Sumatra.31 
Features: 30 cm. Brownish-black with white head with slightly erectile crest extending to the 
breast, distinctive triangular black forehead, drooping eye-stripe. Body colour is bicolour. 
Conservation concern: The species has suffered a very rapid, ongoing population decline due 
to trapping for trade compounded by habitat loss. Local extinctions have been observed across 
much of the range within the past 10-15 years concurrent with price increases and reduced 
availability in the market.32 

Northern bald ibis 

        
  

Kingdom Phylum Class Order Family 

Animalia Chordata Aves Pelecaniformes Threskiornithidae 

 
Latin name: Geronticus eremita 
Distribution & Habitat: Algeria; Eritrea; Jordan; Morocco; Saudi Arabia; Syrian Arab Republic; 
Yemen Found in barren, semi-desert or rocky habitats, often close to running water.  It breeds 
colonially on coastal or mountain cliff ledges.33  
Features: 70-80 cm. Large ibis. Black overall, with iridescent tints of blue, green and copper in 
sunlight. Red, naked face and crown. Long, narrow feathers project to form ruff.  
Conservation concern : This species has undergone a long-term decline and now has an 
extremely small population, with over 95% of truly wild birds concentrated in one subpopulation 
in Morocco. Numbers are currently increasing owing to management actions and consequent 
improved breeding success. However, this gradual improvement in its status in Morocco has not 
yet led to an increase in the number of colonies. In Syria its population has declined 
dramatically in the past 30 years and is probably now extinct as a breeding population.34 

Bali myna 
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Kingdom Phylum Class Order Family 

Animalia Chordata Aves Passeriformes Sturnidae 

 
Latin name: Leucopsar rothschildi 
Distribution & Habitat: Indonesia - Bali 
Features: 25 cm. Medium-large, stocky starling. Almost wholly white with long, drooping crest, 
black wing-tips and tail tip. Blue bare skin around eye and legs, yellow bill. Variety of sharp 
chattering calls and an emphatic twat.  
Conservation concern: This stunning starling qualifies as Critically Endangered because it has 
an extremely small range and a tiny population which is still suffering from illegal poaching for 
the cagebird trade. Releases of captive-bred birds have boosted the population, but it is 
uncertain how many of these have yet bred successfully in the wild. 35 

Javan green magpie 

   
 

Kingdom Phylum Class Order Family 

Animalia Chordata Aves Passeriformes Corvidae 

 
Latin name: Cissa thalassina 
Distribution & Habitat: Native of montane forests on the Indonesian island of Java. 
Features: 31-33 cm. Distinctive and striking green magpie, with black mask, red bill and 
chestnut remiges and wing coverts. Iris dark brown 
Conservation concern:  This recently-split species qualifies as Critically Endangered because 
it is thought to have an extremely small and fragmented population, which is suspected to be in 
rapid to very rapid decline owing to on-going trapping pressure and the continued loss and 
degradation of suitable habitat. Research and informed conservation actions are now urgently 
needed to increase the chances of this species' survival.36 

Mountain Habitat 

The black bulbul 
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Kingdom Phylum Class Order Family 

Animalia Chordata Aves Passeriformes Pycnonotidae 

 
Latin name: Hypsipetes leucocephalus,  
Distribution & Habitat: It is found in southern Asia from India east to southern China.  This 
bulbul is found in broad-leaved forests, cultivation and gardens mainly in hilly areas, but 
Himalayan populations are known to sometimes descend into the adjoining plains in winter. 
Features: The legs and bill are always rich orange-red. They can be quite noisy, making 
various loud cheeping, mewing and grating calls. The Himalayan form has been reported to 
make a call resembling a goat kid, throwing back its neck when calling.37  
Conservation concern: The population is suspected to be stable in the absence of evidence 
for any declines or substantial threats38. 

Silver-throated tanager 

        
 

Kingdom Phylum Class Order Family 

Animalia Chordata Aves Passeriformes Thraupidae 

 
Latin name: Tangara icterocephala 
Distribution &Habitat : This brightly coloured tanager is a resident from Costa Rica, through 
Panama and western Colombia, to western Ecuador. In Costa Rica it is a common bird from 
600 to 1,700 m altitude in the lower and middle levels of wet mountain forests and adjacent 
semi-open areas like clearings with shade trees, second growth and woodland edges. In the 
heavy rains of the wet season, it will descend to sea level.  In the South American part of its 
range it mainly occurs between 500 and 1,300 m.39 
Features: 13 cm; Sleek, mostly bright yellow tanager with black moustachial stripe and silvery 
greenish-white throat, it has a crown and upper nape to below eye. 
Conservation concern: The population is suspected to be in decline owing to ongoing habitat 
destruction40 
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Pekin robin 

        
 

Kingdom Phylum Class Order Family 

Animalia Chordata Aves Passeriformes Leiotrichidae 

 
Latin name: Leiothrix lutea 
Distribution & Habitat: native to southern China and the Himalayas. It has also been 
introduced in various parts of the world, with small populations of escapees having existed in 
Japan since the 1980s. This species is a bird of the hill forests, found in every type of jungle 
though it prefers pine forests with bushes. It has also been found at elevations ranging from 
near sea level to about 7,500 feet. 
Features: Adults have bright red bills and a dull yellow ring around their eyes. Their backs are 
dull olive green, and they have a bright yellow-orange throat with a yellow chin; females are 
somewhat duller than males, and juveniles have black bills.41 
Conservation concern: The population is suspected to be in decline owing to ongoing habitat 
destruction and capture for the cagebird trade.42 

Rufus-bellied niltava 

        
 

Kingdom Phylum Class Order Family 

Animalia Chordata Aves Passeriformes Muscicapidae 

  
Latin name : Niltava sundara  
Distribution & Habitat: It is found in Bangladesh, Bhutan, China, India, Laos, Myanmar, Nepal, 
Pakistan, and Thailand. Its natural habitats are subtropical or tropical moist lowland forests and 
subtropical or tropical moist montane forests.43 
Features: 15ï18 cm; Large, stocky and brightly coloured flycatcher with rounded head shape, 
fairly short tail and broad-based bill. 
Conservation concern: The population is suspected to be stable in the absence of evidence 
for any declines or substantial threats.44 
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Omel shan locichia 

        
 

Kingdom Phylum Class Order Family 

Animalia Chordata Aves Passeriformes Leiotrichidae 

 
Latin name: Liocichla omeiensis 
Distribution & Habitat: It is endemic to mountain ranges in Southern Sichuan, China. The 
species feeds in the undergrowth of semi-tropical rainforest. It is an altitudinal migrant, spending 
the summer months above 1000 m and moving below 600m in the winter.  
Features: It is an olive-grey coloured bird with red wing patches. The plumage on the face is 
grey with a slight red ring on each side of the face.45  
Conservation concern: The population is suspected to be declining at a moderate rate, in line 
with rates of habitat loss and degradation within the speciesô range.46 

Red tailed laughing thrush 

     
 

Kingdom Phylum Class Order Family 

Animalia Chordata Aves Passeriformes Leiotrichidae 

 
Latin name: Trochalopteron milnei 
Distribution & Habitat: It is found in China, Laos, Myanmar, Thailand, and Vietnam Asia in 
cool moist mountain forests. 47 
Features: Medium-sized dull ochrous-grey laughingthrush with bright rufous-chestnut crown, 
blackish face, whitish ear-coverts and crimson wings and tail. 26ï28 cm. 
Conservation concern: The population is suspected to be in decline owing to ongoing habitat 
destruction and fragmentation.48 Popular as a cage bird. 
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Mountain chicken 

        
 

Kingdom Phylum Class Order Family 

Animalia Chordata Amphibia Anura Leptodactylidae 

 
Latin name: Leptodactylus fallax,  
Distribution &Habitat: is native to the Caribbean islands of Dominica and Montserrat.  
Features: The mountain chicken is one of the largest frogs in the world, with adult females 
growing up to 22 cm long. It is highly variable in colour, with the upperparts varying from a 
uniform chestnut-brown to being barred or even spotted. The colour becomes more orange-
yellow on the sides of the body, and pale yellow on the underparts. A black line runs from the 
snout to the angle of the mouth, and the upper-legs often have broad banding. The mountain 
chicken also has a distinctive, dark-outlined fold from the back of the head to the groin and large 
conspicuous eyes with dark pupils and a golden iris. The body is robust, with a large head and 
well-muscled legs. 49 
Conservation concern: The Mountain Chicken continues to be listed as Critically Endangered 
because of the major population decline that occurred on Montserrat in the last ten years (2007-
2017), which is certainly over the 80% threshold required for this category. Furthermore, the 
number of mature individuals in each subpopulation is less than 50 and continuing decline in the 
number of mature individuals is inferred from ongoing threats.50 

Ringed-tailed coati 

        
 

Kingdom Phylum Class Order Family 

Animalia Chordata Mammalia Carnivora Procyonidae 

 
Latin name: Nasua nasua,  
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Distribution & Habitat: The South American coati is widespread in tropical and subtropical 
South America. Most of its distribution is in the lowlands east of the Andes locally, it occurs as 
high as 2,500 m, from Colombia and The Guianas south to Uruguay and northern Argentina.  
Features: Weight in this species is 2ï7.2 kg and total length is 85ï113 cm, half of that being its 
tail. Its colour is highly variable and the rings on the tail may be quite weak51 
Conservation concern: Habitat loss through deforestation and hunting for their meat by local 
people are potential threats to the species. This species is protected under CITES Appendix III. 
It occurs in numerous protected areas.52 

Spectacled bear 

        
 

Kingdom Phylum Class Order Family 

Animalia Chordata Mammalia Carnivora Ursidae 

 
Latin name: Tremarctos ornatus 
Distribution &Habitat: Despite some rare spilling-over into eastern Panama, spectacled bears 
are mostly restricted to certain areas of northern and western South America. They can range in 
western Venezuela, Colombia, Ecuador, Peru, western Bolivia, and northwestern Argentina 
The species is found almost entirely in the Andes Mountains. The best habitats for spectacled 
bears are humid to very humid montane forests. .53  
Features: the spectacled bear is named for the white facial markings that encircle the eyes. The 
dense coat is brown or black in colour, sometimes with a reddish tinge, and the white or cream 
facial markings extend onto the neck. 
Conservation concern: Some bears are killed for cultural and medical purposes. The extent of 
commercial trade is unknown but likely limited. Expansion of the agriculture, inadequate 
agricultural practices and land reforms, have been the main drivers of the loss of natural 
ecosystems. Mining and oil exploitation are becoming an increasing menace not only to bears, 
but to local communities due to land expropriation, loss of habitat connectivity, and 
contamination of water and soil 2009. Conversion of land to coca crops and the drug trade, 
together with guerrilla groups in some parts of the Andes, favours a lawless land-use system 
that also impacts the quality of Andean Bear habitats and the bear's probability of long-term 
survival54 
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Livingstone's fruit bat 

        
 

Kingdom Phylum Class Order Family 

Animalia Chordata Mammalia Chiroptera Pteropodidae 

 
Latin name: Pteropus livingstonii 
Distribution & Habitat: found only in the Anjouan and Mohéli islands in the Union of the 
Comoros in the western Indian Ocean. Its preferred habitat is mountain forest above 200 m on 
Mohéli and above 500 m on Anjouan. 
Features: Livingstone's fruit bats are mostly black in colour, with a scattering of golden or tawny 
hairs over the rump, belly, and flanks, with some also having a narrow band of golden fur down 
the back, or golden patches on the shoulders. The wings are black and hairless, as are the legs, 
nose, and large, rounded ears.55  
Conservation concern: Listed as Critically Endangered because of a serious population 
decline suspected from catastrophic habitat decline caused by cutting of trees for fuel wood and 
construction, and by conversion of all but the steepest upland areas to agricultural use; 
extensive declines in area of occupancy, extent of occurrence and quality of habitat.56 

Western lowland gorilla 

        
 

Kingdom Phylum Class Order Family 

Animalia Chordata Mammalia Primates Hominidae 

 
Latin name: gorilla gorilla  
Distribution & Habitat: It lives in montane, primary and secondary forests and lowland swamps 
in central Africa in Angola, Cameroon, Central African Republic, Republic of the Congo, 
Democratic Republic of the Congo, Equatorial Guinea and Gabon.  
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Features: The western lowland gorilla is the smallest subspecies of gorilla but nevertheless still 
a primate of exceptional size and strength. It possesses no tail and has jet black skin along with 
coarse black hair that covers its entire body except for the face, ears, hands, and feet. The hair 
on the back and rump of males takes on a grey coloration and is also lost as they get 
progressively older. This coloration is the reason why older males are known as "silverbacks". 
Their hands are proportionately large with nails on all digits, similar to that of a human's, and 
very large thumbs. They have short muzzles, a prominent brow ridge, large nostrils, and small 
eyes and ears.57 
Conservation concern: The size of the population is currently being evaluated, but thought to 
be in the order of a few hundred thousand. The country of Gabon lost over half its Gorilla 
population between 1983 and 2000. More recent population declines have been estimated 
using a predictive model that incorporated survey data collected between 2003 and 2013 across 
the entire range of Western Lowland Gorillas. The results reveal an 18.75% decline between 
2005 and 2013. These population decreases were driven by poaching and disease outbreaks.58 
 

Forest Habitat 

Hooded pitta 

        
 

Kingdom Phylum Class Order Family 

Animalia Chordata Aves Passeriformes Pittidae 

  
Latin name: Pitta sordida 
Distribution & Habitat: It is common in eastern and south-eastern Asia and maritime 
Southeast Asia, It lives in several types of forests as well as on plantations and other cultivated 
areas. 59 
Features: It is a green bird with a black head and chestnut crown.  
Conservation concern: The population has declined rapidly owing to habitat destruction and 
collecting for the cage bird trade.60 
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Emerald dove 

        
 

Kingdom Phylum Class Order Family 

Animalia Chordata Aves Columbiformes Columbidae 

 
Latin name: Chalcophaps indica 
Distribution & Habitat: It is a widespread resident breeding bird in the tropical and sub-tropical 
parts of the Indian Subcontinent and east through Myanmar, Vietnam, Thailand, Malaysia, the 
Philippines, Taiwan, the Sakishima Islands of Japan and Indonesia.  
Features: Grey-capped emerald dove. Emerald doves usually occur singly, pairs or in small 
groups. They are quite terrestrial, often searching for fallen fruit on the ground and spending 
little time in trees except when roosting. They are particularly good weavers when flying through 
forests. When flying they expose a buff underwing and a chestnut colour of their flight 
feathers.61 
Conservation concern:  The population is suspected to be in decline owing to predation by 
feral cats and rats.62 

Madagascar crested ibis 

        
 

Kingdom Phylum Class Order Family 

Animalia Chordata Aves Pelecaniformes Threskiornithidae 

 
Latin name: Lophotibis cristata,  
Distribution & Habitat: The Madagascan ibis is endemic to the woodlands and forests of 
Madagascar at altitudes of up to 2,000 m. It is found in both primary and secondary forest, 
including humid forest in the northeast of the island and dry forests in the west and south 
Features: a medium-sized 50 cm long, brown-plumaged ibis. It has bare red orbital skin, yellow 
bill, red legs, white wings and its head is partially bare with a dense crest of green or gloss blue 
and white plumes on the nape. It is among the largest birds in the Madagascan forest. The head 
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is black and the upper parts are rufous brown. The chin, neck and throat and underparts are 
dark brown and the wing largely white. Part of the face is naked and red, including round the 
eye and the crown and back of the neck bear a crest of long feathers which are black with a 
metallic sheen.63 
Conservation concern: The population is suspected to be declining, and is projected to decline 
at a steeper rate in the future owing to intense hunting pressure and habitat destruction.64 
 

Palawan peacock-pheasant 

        
 

Kingdom Phylum Class Order Family 

Animalia Chordata Aves Galliformes Phasianidae 

 
Latin name: Polyplectron napoleonis  
Distribution &Habitat: Endemic to the Philippines, the Palawan peacock-pheasant is found in 
the humid forests of Palawan Island in the southern part of the Philippine archipelago. The 
Palawan peacock-pheasant is featured in the culture of the indigenous peoples of Palawan.  
Features: is a medium-sized 50 cm long bird.  The adult male has an erectile crest and highly 
iridescent electric blue-violet, metallic green-turquoise dorsal plumage. It breast and ventral 
regions are dark black. The retrices are wide, flat, and rigid. Their terminal edges are squared. 
Each tail plume and upper-tail covert is marked with highly iridescent, light reflective, ocelli. The 
female is slightly smaller than the male. Its plumage is cloudy silt in colouration.65 
Conservation concern: Logging and clearance of lowland forest has been extensive on 
Palawan and continues, with many areas falling within mining designations. Hunting pressure is 
also severe in places. As a result the species is suspected to be declining rapidly.66 

Mindanao bleeding-heart dove 
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