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The Biblical Story of Creation –
Genesis 1-2 & 3
Genesis 1 - 6th Century BC
Although appearing first in Biblical scripture Genesis 1 is thought to have been written in the 6th
century BC and is attributed to the ‘priestly’ (P) source, a group of authors estimated to be
writing at that time. So P is responsible for the first of the two Creation stories in Genesis
(Genesis 1) even though Genesis 2 was thought to be written before Genesis 1.
The P editors were writing while in Exile when the Hebrews were in captivity in Mesopotamia
and Persia. History tells us that in 586 BC, the Babylonians conquered Jerusalem and razed the
Temple. Most of the people were sent into exile in Babylonia. It is thought that P was written to
show that even when all seemed lost, including Jerusalem and the Temple, God remained
present with the people of Israel. The narrative of the priestly authors created a stable and
secure world in which Israel's history was under God's control.
The map1 shows Babylonia at the time of the Exile and the journey made by the people of Israel
to their place of Exile.
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There are several characteristics evident in the priestly writings. P's God is majestic, and
transcendent, and all things happen because of his power and will. So that even when Israel
though it had alienated itself from God, which in their mind led to the destruction of Jerusalem
and the exile in Babylon, the priestly writers assured the people of God that atonement could
still be made through sacrifice and ritual. The Priestly work seems to be concerned with priestly
matters – genealogies, the origins of shrines and ritual law. All these things were expressed in a
formal, repetitive style. This is clearly seen in Genesis 1, where we read of the Creation of the
world in 7 days. Six Days of Creation and the Sabbath.
1 In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2 the earth
was a formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a
wind from God swept over the face of the waters. 3 Then God said, “Let
there be light”; and there was light. 4 And God saw that the light was good;
and God separated the light from the darkness. 5 God called the light Day,
and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was
morning, the first day.
6

And God said, “Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it
separate the waters from the waters.” 7 So God made the dome and
separated the waters that were under the dome from the waters that were
above the dome. And it was so. 8 God called the dome Sky. And there was
evening and there was morning, the second day.
9

And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one
place, and let the dry land appear.” And it was so. 10 God called the dry land
Earth, and the waters that were gathered together he called Seas. And God
saw that it was good. 11 Then God said, “Let the earth put forth vegetation:
plants yielding seed, and fruit trees of every kind on earth that bear fruit
with the seed in it.” And it was so. 12 The earth brought forth vegetation:
plants yielding seed of every kind, and trees of every kind bearing fruit with
the seed in it. And God saw that it was good. 13 And there was evening and
there was morning, the third day.
14

And God said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the
day from the night; and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days
and years, 15 and let them be lights in the dome of the sky to give light upon
the earth.” And it was so. 16 God made the two great lights—the greater
light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night—and the stars.
17
God set them in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth, 18 to rule
over the day and over the night, and to separate the light from the
darkness. And God saw that it was good. 19 And there was evening and
there was morning, the fourth day.
20

And God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and
let birds fly above the earth across the dome of the sky.” 21 So God created
the great sea monsters and every living creature that moves, of every kind,
with which the waters swarm, and every winged bird of every kind. And
God saw that it was good. 22 God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and
multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.”
23
And there was evening and there was morning, the fifth day.
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And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind:
cattle and creeping things and wild animals of the earth of every kind.” And
it was so. 25 God made the wild animals of the earth of every kind, and the
cattle of every kind, and everything that creeps upon the ground of every
kind. And God saw that it was good.
26

Then God said, “Let us make humankind in our image, according to our
likeness; and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the
birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the wild animals of the
earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.”
27

So God created humankind in his image, in the image of God he created
them; male and female he created them.
28
God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill
the earth and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and
over the birds of the air and over every living thing that moves upon the
earth.” 29 God said, “See, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is
upon the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall
have them for food. 30 And to every beast of the earth, and to every bird of
the air, and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the
breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.” And it was so. 31 God
saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good. And there
was evening and there was morning, the sixth day.
2 Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all their multitude.
2
And on the seventh day God finished the work that he had done, and he
rested on the seventh day from all the work that he had done. 3 So God
blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, because on it God rested from all
the work that he had done in Creation.
4

These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were
created”.2
Like all peoples and cultures that travel willingly or not to a strange land, that strange land
comes with stories of its own. So the question is raised, were the Priestly writers influenced by
the Creation myths of Babylonia? Did exile in Babylonia influence the Priestly authors of
Genesis1?

The Babylonian Creation Story Enûma Eliš
The answer has to be yes. We find a very similar Creation story to the Hebrew one. The Enuma
Elish is the “Babylonian Genesis”.
“The Enûma Eliš has about a thousand lines and is recorded in Old Babylonian on seven
clay tablets, each holding between 115 and 170 lines of Sumero-Akkadian cuneiform
script. Most of Tablet V has never been recovered but, aside from this, the text is almost
complete.” 3
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The reason is that both stories share some concepts that were immediately apparent.
Similarities
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

It follows the same order, except the Babylonians believed that all the natural
elements of their world were gods.
In both stories, matter exists when Creation begins.
Both describe ordering chaos, not creating something out of nothing.
In Enuma Elish the symbol of chaos is the goddess Tiamat who personifies the sea.
Genesis refers to the “deep.” The Hebrew word is tehom, which is linguistically
related to Tiamat.
Darkness precedes the creative acts.
Both stories give importance to the spoken word.
In both stories, light exists before the Creation of the sun, moon, and stars.
In both stories, there is a division of the waters above and below, with a barrier
holding back the upper waters.
The sequence of Creation is similar, including the division of waters, dry land,
luminaries, and humanity, all followed by rest.

Differences
•
•

The biggest difference is that in the Hebrew narrative, there is no contest of one
god against another. The Hebrew God of Creation creates out of love.
Although both create humankind in the Babylonian account this is to serve the
gods, to be their slaves. In the Hebrew account God creates humankind in the
image of God, to rule and have dominion over Creation but to also be co-creators
and expand the Garden of Eden, and give dignity to humankind as co-creators. 4

This I think is a crucial point for the Priestly writers; humans were not to be slaves of the gods
but to be a co-creators with a God who created all things out of love. Let us also look at the
word ‘dominion’ because many put the blame on this word for the state of the world today.
Dominion.
“The Hebrew word radah in this passage carries the idea of ruling, subduing, and
exercising dominion. This command, often called the “cultural mandate,” has never been
nullified.” 5
According to the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America website. It also states:
“Domination and exploitation of the Creation for selfish ends by greedy human beings
became the order of history. Thus, manifold forms of disintegration set in which
converged in the fact of death and corruption. Fear of death instilled anxiety,
acquisitiveness, greed, hatred and despair in human beings. Modern forms of economic
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exploitation, racial oppression, social inequalities, war, genocide, etc. are all
consequences of the fear of death and collective signs of death.” 6
St. Gregory the Theologian says that;
“We are fully involved with the material Creation by virtue of our physical existence, and
that the material created reality is deeply involved with us. If we move to the direction of
deification, our human nature, progressing towards God, will somehow carry the created
material world with it. If, however, we move to the opposite direction, the created world
will suffer with us as well (cf. Rom. 8:19-22). This means that we are called to exercise
dominion over all creatures on earth (cf. Gen. 1:28), i.e. to be stewards (oikonomoi) of
God's material world, caring for it, maintaining it in its integrity and perfecting it by
opening it up to God through our own deification.” 7
The more humanity takes on the quest to display the traits of the Judaic Christian God of
Creation, the more in tune humanity and Creation will become. Unfortunately in this current
generation, the word “dominion” implies some sort of aggressive or violent destruction.
However, if we look at how dominion mirrors the dominion of the Creator, we encounter a fuller
concept:
“Dominion does not mean destruction, but responsibility. Ruling (putting in order)
subduing (chaos) Dominion (in charge, co-creators). Humankind is made in the ‘image of
God’ a creator. In fact a co-creator to expand the Creation process.” 8
This sheds light on the creative process as seen by the Priestly writers. If Creation requires
being in charge of putting chaos in order then humanity’s task is do just that as co-creators
since that is the mandate given. Our world today is in chaos and humankind today can still do
something to change it.

Genesis 2-3 10th Century BC.
This second account of Creation is in fact the earlier version written in the 10th Century BC. It is
credited to the Yahwists, a source of writing recognised as a entity because it uses the word
Yahweh for God. From the Hebrew four letter name for God, YHWH.
“In the day that the LORD God made the earth and the heavens, 5 when no
plant of the field was yet in the earth and no herb of the field had yet sprung
up—for the LORD God had not caused it to rain upon the earth, and there
was no one to till the ground; 6 but a stream would rise from the earth, and
water the whole face of the ground— 7 then the LORD God formed man from
the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and
the man became a living being. 8 And the LORD God planted a garden in
Eden, in the east; and there he put the man whom he had formed. 9 Out of
the ground the LORD God made to grow every tree that is pleasant to the
sight and good for food, the tree of life also in the midst of the garden, and
the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.
6
7
8
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A river flows out of Eden to water the garden, and from there it divides
and becomes four branches. 11 The name of the first is Pishon; it is the one
that flows around the whole land of Havilah, where there is gold; 12 and the
gold of that land is good; bdellium and onyx stone are there. 13 The name of
the second river is Gihon; it is the one that flows around the whole land of
Cush. 14 The name of the third river is Tigris, which flows east of Assyria.
And the fourth river is the Euphrates.
15

The LORD God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it
and keep it. 16 And the LORD God commanded the man, “You may freely eat
of every tree of the garden; 17 but of the tree of the knowledge of good and
evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall die.”
18

Then the LORD God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone; I
will make him a helper as his partner.” 19 So out of the ground the LORD
God formed every animal of the field and every bird of the air, and brought
them to the man to see what he would call them; and whatever the man
called every living creature, that was its name. 20 The man gave names to
all cattle, and to the birds of the air, and to every animal of the field; but for
the man there was not found a helper as his partner. 21 So the LORD God
caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and he slept; then he took one of
his ribs and closed up its place with flesh. 22 And the rib that the LORD God
had taken from the man he made into a woman and brought her to the
man. 23 Then the man said, “This at last is bone of my bones and flesh of my
flesh; this one shall be called Woman, for out of Man this one was taken.”
24

Therefore a man leaves his father and his mother and clings to his wife,
and they become one flesh. 25 And the man and his wife were both naked,
and were not ashamed.
3 Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the
LORD God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God say, ‘You shall not
eat from any tree in the garden’?” 2 The woman said to the serpent, “We
may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden; 3 but God said, ‘You shall not
eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the middle of the garden, nor shall you
touch it, or you shall die.’” 4 But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not
die; 5 for God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and
you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 6 So when the woman saw
that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and
that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and
ate; and she also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he
ate. 7 Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were
naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made loincloths for
themselves.
8

They heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden at the time
of the evening breeze, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the
presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden. 9 But the LORD
God called to the man, and said to him, “Where are you?” 10 He said, “I
heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was
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naked; and I hid myself.” 11 He said, “Who told you that you were naked?
Have you eaten from the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?” 12 The
man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit
from the tree, and I ate.” 13 Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is
this that you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent tricked me, and I
ate.”
14

The LORD God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, cursed
are you among all animals and among all wild creatures upon your belly
you shall go, and dust you shall eat all the days of your life.
15
I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring
and hers; he will strike your head, and you will strike his heel.”
16

To the woman he said, “I will greatly increase your pangs in
childbearing; in pain you shall bring forth children yet your desire shall be
for your husband, and he shall rule over you.”
17

And to the man he said, “Because you have listened to the voice of your
wife, and have eaten of the tree about which I commanded you, ‘You shall
not eat of it,’ cursed is the ground because of you; in toil you shall eat of it
all the days of your life;
18
thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you; and you shall eat the plants
of the field.
19
By the sweat of your face you shall eat bread until you return to the
ground, for out of it you were taken; you are dust, and to dust you shall
return.”
20

The man named his wife Eve, because she was the mother of all living.
And the LORD God made garments of skins for the man and for his wife,
and clothed them.
21

22

Then the LORD God said, “See, the man has become like one of us,
knowing good and evil; and now, he might reach out his hand and take also
from the tree of life, and eat, and live forever”— 23 therefore the LORD God
sent him forth from the garden of Eden, to till the ground from which he was
taken. 24 He drove out the man; and at the east of the garden of Eden he
placed the cherubim, and a sword flaming and turning to guard the way to
the tree of life.”9
Again we have a question to ask. What was happening in 10th Century BC when the Yahwists
were writing this account? History tells us that:
“David was succeeded on his death by his son, Solomon, who obtained the kingdom in a
somewhat disreputable manner from the rival claimant, his elder brother Adonijah, whom
he later had killed. Living up to his name (peace), the rule of Solomon was one in which
the nation knew unprecedented peace.” 10

9
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So this was a time of peace within the history of the people of God. It was also a time of
prosperity and cultural development. The Yawhists found on the surface, a people of prosperity,
taking root, and more importantly for the Jewish people building a Temple for their God. This
was the time of Solomon’s Kingdom 990BC. This is Solomon’s Kingdom Map11

“Under Solomon, the United Monarchy experienced a period of peace and prosperity,
and cultural development. Much public building took place, including the First Temple in
Jerusalem. Solomon's kingdom was undoubtedly the Golden Age of Israel. His great
building activities received much of his attention. It took him seven years to build the
temple, which was completed in 960 B.C” 12
Solomon was renowned for his wisdom. Much of the wisdom literature of the Bible is attributed
to him. In 1 Kings 4:32-34.
“32

He composed three thousand proverbs, and his songs numbered a
thousand and five. 33 He would speak of trees, from the cedar that is in
the Lebanon to the hyssop that grows in the wall; he would speak of
animals, and birds, and reptiles, and fish. 34 People came from all the
nations to hear the Wisdom of Solomon; they came from all the kings
of the earth who had heard of his wisdom” 13
Solomon is portrayed as great in wisdom, wealth and power beyond what other previous kings
had to offer the people of God. But Solomon was also known as a king who sinned.
“His sins included idolatry, marrying foreign women and, ultimately, turning away from
Yahweh, and they led to the kingdom being torn in two during the reign of his son
Rehoboam.” 14
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After Solomon died, the twelve tribes of Israel were divided. So was his kingdom. So this is the
context and place where the Yahwists were said to be writing in the10th Century BC. However,
we must note, there is little extra biblical evidence of a United Kingdom of Judah and Israel in
the 10th century BC.
In the Eastern Orthodox Church, Solomon is commemorated as a saint, with the title of
"Righteous Prophet and King". His feast day is celebrated on the Sunday of the Holy
Forefathers (two Sundays before the Great Feast of the Nativity of the Lord). Here we see an
icon of Saint Solomon.15 This 18th Century Russian icon can be found as part of the Iconostasis
of Kizhi Monastery, Russia.

What were the characteristics of the Yahwist (J) writers?
•
•
•
•

In J, Yahweh is an anthropomorphic figure both physically (Gen. 3:8,) and
mentally. They heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden at
the time of the evening breeze.
J has a particular fascination for traditions concerning Judah, including its
relationship with its rival and neighbour, Edom;
Its focus on Judahite cities such as Jerusalem; and its support of the
legitimacy of the Davidic monarchy.
J is also critical of the other tribes of Israel, for example, by suggesting that
the Northern Kingdom's capital of Shechem was captured via a massacre
of the original inhabitants (Gen. 34).16

Michael D. Coogan suggests three recurring themes in the Yahwist tradition:
1. The relationship between humans and soil,
2. Separation between humans and God,
3. Progressive human corruption.
1. Relationship between humans and soil
“J is unique in emphasizing a close relationship between humans and soil. This motif is
first found in Genesis 2:4b–3:24 when "the first human is called Adam because he is
15
16
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taken from the soil [Adamah in Hebrew]." Initially, man lives in harmony with the soil.
After man sins by eating from the Tree of Knowledge, however, the relationship is
marred. In Genesis 3:17 the soil is cursed and man will toil in order to eat from it.
Humans may return to the state of harmony at death as described in Genesis 3:19
2. The separation between the divine and human
One of the recurring themes of J in Genesis is the boundary between the divine and
human realms. In Genesis 3:22, by eating the forbidden fruit, man and woman become
like gods and are banished from the Garden of Eden, preventing them from retaining
their immortality and full divinity. The Tree of Knowledge became the boundary between
the divine and human realms
“And out of the ground made the Lord God to grow every tree that is pleasant to the
sight, and good for food; the tree of life also in the midst of the garden, and the tree of
knowledge of good and evil. Genesis 2:9” 17
Adam was free to eat from any tree in the garden except the tree of the knowledge of good and
evil. In chapter 3 we see that, the man and the woman were seduced by the serpent into eating
the forbidden fruit, and they were expelled from the garden to prevent them from eating of the
tree of life, and thus living forever.
3. Progressive human corruption
A third theme in the Yahwist is the increase of human corruption. God creates a world
that is "very good", one in which all creatures are vegetarian and violence is unknown,
but Eve's disobedience is followed by Cain's murder of his brother Abel, until Yahweh
sees that the whole Earth is filled with corruption and resolves to destroy it with the
Flood. Corruption does not cease after the Flood, but God accepts that his Creation is
flawed.” 18
Here the Yahwists’ themes seem to link into: land, kingship and falling short of expectation, all
of the things that King Solomon was renowned for. A broad statement to make, but one that
shows how nothing exists in isolation. All must be taken into account.
Conclusion- Christian Creation Mythology.
So during the prosperity of the 10th century BC when the Temple was built by Solomon, and
the Exile of the 6th Century BC when the Temple had been destroyed and the people of God
were in Babylon, the accounts of Creation as we know them today were written. Christian
Creation mythology has its roots in Ancient Near East mythology.
The context (although briefly given here) of the Creation narratives illumines the present day
Christian Creation mythology that we find in Old Testament Scripture. But it is also influenced
and fulfilled by New Testament Scripture.
This is clearly seen in the Gospel of Mark 1:12 The Temptation of Jesus
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And the Spirit immediately drove him Christ) out into the wilderness.
He was in the wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan; and he was with
the wild beasts; and the angels waited on him”19
13

Old Testament
Garden
Tame animals
Angels banishing
Adam giving into temptation
Corruption

New Testament
Wilderness
Wild animals
Angels protecting.
Christ, the second Adam not giving
into temptation
Redemption

The early Fathers of the Church who were faithful to the Apostolic Tradition explained that,
“as the forces of death had entered into man with the eating of the fruit of the tree of
knowledge, even so would eternal life enter into the world with the tree of life which, on
earth, has been transformed into the Cross of Christ.” 20
So the Tree of life is the Cross of Christ or should we say the Cross of Christ is the Tree of life?
Teilhard de Chardin in his reflection on The Divine Milieu writes;
“Jesus, on the Cross is both the symbol and reality of the immense labour of the
centuries which has little by little, raised up the created spirit and brought it back to the
depths of the divine milieu. He represents (and in the true sense, he is) Creation, as
upheld by God, it reascends the slopes of being, sometimes clinging to things for
support, sometimes tearing itself from them in order to pass beyond them, and always
compensating, by physical suffering, for the setbacks caused by its moral downfalls.” 21
In Creation Divine intent is embedded in the plan of Creation. Through the Cross of Christ,
Teilhard de Chardin reminds us that humanity is brought back to this Divine Milieu, because it is
the life-giving source of the Divine.

19
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Homo Sapiens
Humans

Kingdom

Phylum Class

Animalia Chorda

Order

Mammalia Primates

Family
Hominidae

Latin name: Homo Sapiens
Distribution & Habitat: Anywhere and everywhere
Conservation concern: The Planet Earth because of the human capacity to cause habitat
destruction through pollution, pesticides, plastic and countless other human activities.

Megafauna extinction by Homo Sapiens
Australian megafauna extinction was probably the first significant mark Homo Sapiens left on
Planet Earth around 45,000 BC. This was probably followed by the American megafauna
extinction around 14,000BC. Prior to this, all human species were believed to have lived on the
Afro-Asian landmass. The sea barrier meant that reaching the “Outer World” kept the ecosystems separate, according to Harari in his book ‘Sapiens. A brief History of Humankind’.
“The organisms of distant lands like Australia and Madagascar evolved in isolation for
millions upon millions of years, taking on shapes and natures very different from those
of their distant Afro-Asian relatives. Planet earth was separated into several distinct ecosystems, each made up of a unique assembly of animals and plants. Homo Sapiens was
about to put an end to this biological exuberance. Following the Cognitive Revolution,
sapiens acquired the technology, the organisational skills, and perhaps even the vision
necessary to break out of Afro-Asia and settle in the “Outer World.” 22
22

P70 Yuval Noah Harari’s Book Sapiens A Brief History of Humankind. 2011.
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This was achieved when the first sea-faring societies of the Indonesian archipelago acquired
skills to build boats. Although, archeologically no boats have been found, there is strong
circumstantial evidence to support this theory.
This journey was one of the most important events in human history.
“It was the first time any human had managed to leave the Afro-Asian ecological system
– indeed, the first time any large terrestrial mammal had managed to cross from AfroAsia to Australia. Of even greater importance was what the human pioneers did in this
new world. The moment the first hunter-gatherer set foot on an Australian beach was the
moment that Homo Sapiens climbed to the top rung in the food chain on a particular
landmass and thereafter became the deadliest species in the annals of planet Earth.” 23
These humans changed the Australian eco-system beyond recognition – as did the American
eco system when the sea levels were low enough that a land bridge connected northeast
Siberia with northwest Alaska. The human ability to develop thermal clothing, hunting
techniques and search for rich mammoth meat, so their survival techniques improved and
developed. The Arctic lands were a source of a vast quantity of meat, fat, warm fur and ivory.
“Mammoth- hunters did not just survive in the frozen north – they thrived. As time
passed, the band spread far and wide, pursuing mammoths, mastodons, rhinoceroses
and reindeer. Around 14,000BC, the chase took some of them from north-eastern Siberia
to Alaska. Of course, they did not know they were discovering a new world. For
mammoth and man alike, Alaska was a mere extension of Siberia.” 24
This coincided with a phase of global warming around 12,000 BC creating a new corridor to a
new land. By 10,000 BC humans inhabited the most southerly point of South America.
“No other animal had moved into such a huge variety of radical habitats so quickly,
everywhere using virtually the same genes.” 25
The American eco-system had had its own animals and plants.
“But no longer. Within 2.000 years of Sapiens’ arrival, most of these unique species were
gone. According to current estimates, within that short interval, North America lost 34
out of its 47 genera of large mammals. South America lost 50 out of 60... Thousands of
species of smaller mammals, reptiles, birds and even insects and parasites also became
extinct. (when the mammoth died out, all species of mammoth ticks followed them to
oblivion).” 26
Like the eco-system of Australia, so too was the eco-system of the Americas changed forever.
These findings have been confirmed by scientists who have been studying the fossilised dung
(coprolite) of these animals. Since coprolite findings in the Caribbean date back to 5,000 BC,
this can be calculated as the time humans arrived on the islands.
23
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“If we combine the mass extinctions in Australia and America, and add the smaller-scale
extinctions that took place as Homo Sapiens spread over Afro-Asia – such as the
extinction of all other human species – and the extinction that occurred when ancient
foragers settled remote islands such as Cuba, the inevitable conclusion is that the first
wave of Sapiens colonisation was one of the biggest and swiftest ecological disasters to
befall the animal kingdom.” 27
Several of the animals found in this ‘Earthday Icon’ are from Madagascar. Humans arrived on
this island about 1,500 years ago. The millions of years of isolation gave the chance for a
unique collection of animals to evolve. The elephant bird (Dodo), the giant lemurs and many
more vanished the moment the first humans arrived.
Similar ecological disasters occurred as Homo Sapiens arrived and this was even before the
Agricultural Revolution around 9,500 – 8,500 BC.
“The first Wave Extinction, which accompanied the spread of the foragers, was followed
by the Second Wave Extinction, which was accompanied by the farmers, and gives us an
important perspective on the Third Wave Extinction, which industrial activity is causing
today... Perhaps if more people were aware of the First and Second Wave Extinctions,
they’d be less nonchalant about the Third Wave they are part of.” 28
Otherwise, this human flood will destroy everything.
“Perhaps some humans will survive with an ark full of farmyard animals.”

29

Today the scientific-techno revolution has a real chance to change this tsunami of destruction
which Homo Sapiens have wrought for over 45,000 years. Why? Because digital
communication brings the global world into human lives in an instant. Homo Sapiens carry with
them little boxes that connect them immediately to the planet. By pressing an icon or an app
there is instant information on the ‘weather systems’ of the planet, as well as which Homo
Sapiens are killing other Homo Sapiens at that moment.
Even though Homo Sapiens can access global information, local communities are expected to
solve their own problems unless they impinge on interested nations, or there is a global surge of
an organic expression of human compassion.

Humanity and Myth
Since Homo Sapiens did not biologically evolve an instinct of mass co-operation as a species
they had to rely on mythology to do this.
“The handful of millennia separating the Agricultural Revolution from the appearance of
cities, kingdoms and empires was not enough time to allow instinct for mass cooperation
27
28
29
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to evolve… during the foraging era hundreds of strangers were able to cooperate thanks
to their shared myths.” 30
As the forager became the farmer, and the farmer became the builder, myth within the human
imagination became key. Cities with tens of thousands of inhabitants sprouted up in the Fertile
Crescent around 5,000 – 4,000 BC. This according to the Fathers of the Church is when the
world was created, in the orthodox liturgical Calendar 1AM (Anno Mundi) = 5,509BC the
Creation of the world.
In 3,100 BC the entire lower Nile valley was united into the first Egyptian Kingdom. What
sustained this, and other empires of the time were social norms governed by belief in shared
myths. By 1,776 BC Babylon was the world’s biggest city.
“The social norms that sustained them were based neither on ingrained instincts nor on
personal acquaintances, but rather on belief in shared myths.” 31
In 1,000 BC Solomon became, as we are told in Old Testament Scripture, one of the great city
builders. He built a Temple in Jerusalem, for the Jewish God to reside in, the God who had
journeyed with the Chosen People as they were exiled from Egypt. This is the setting for the
Genesis 2 Creation Myth. In 600 BC when the building par excellence, the Temple in
Jerusalem, of the Chosen People is destroyed, and the inhabitants of the city are exiled to
Babylon we have the setting for the Genesis 1 Creation Myth. It is on these two Creation Myths
that the ‘Earthday Icon’ is based.

Human Imagination
Humans evolved. They were not created as told by the Jewish/Christian Creation myths and
consequently there is no Creator God, according to the science of biology. Evolution = biology
Creation = mythology, however, because mythology is a construct of human imagination does
this make it less human? less plausible than evolved biology?
“Christianity argues that every person has a divinely created soul, and that all souls are
equal before God. However, if you do not believe in the Christian myths about God,
Creation and souls, what does it mean that all people are equal? Evolution is based on
difference not on equality. Every person carries a somewhat different genetic code, and
is exposed from birth to different environmental influences… ‘Created equal’ should
therefore be translated into ‘evolved differently.” 32
In biology there are organs, abilities and characteristics, there is a natural order not an imagined
order, and this natural order is stable. Whereas the imagined order, such as a Creation myth, is
unstable because when it is no longer believed in it no longer exists.
What then are the characteristics that evolved in humans? For the biologists:
“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men evolved differently, that they are
born with certain mutable characteristics, and among them these are life and the pursuit
of pleasure.” 33
30
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What we have seen in the past of human history is that ‘imagined order’ does enable cooperation and a better society. The pursuit of pleasure for selfish reasons does not. The
cognitive revolution gave Homo Sapiens the ability to understand and imagine an equal world,
where co-operation was of equal benefit to all. Myth is a key player in this. It is not biologically
evident, but within the human mind it has become an essential element of the survival of the
species and the survival of the planet.
The scientific revolution has created its own ‘imagined order construct’. Here the imagined order
is embedded in the material world of individualism and consumerism, in the pursuit of pleasure.
“(a) The imagined order is embedded in the material world of individualism. The ideal
modern house is divided into small rooms so that each child can have a private space,
hidden from view, providing maximum autonomy. This private room almost invariably
has a door, and in many households it is accepted practice for the child to close, and
perhaps lock, the door. Even parents are forbidden to enter without knocking and asking
permission. The room is decorated as the child sees fit. Somebody growing up in such a
space cannot help but imagine himself an individual, his true self emanating from within
rather than from without.” 34
The child becomes a mistress of her own kingdom creating an illusion that they are the centre of
the universe and so the individual becomes sacrosanct. All must cater for the individual’s needs
and so this leads to the second imagined order, consumerism.
“(b) The imagined order embedded in consumerism.” In order to make the most of our
human potential we must have as many different experiences as we can…. In order to be
happy we must consume as many products as possible… every TV commercial is
another little legend about how consuming some product or service will make life
better.” 35
This imagined order construct is inter-subjective;
“(c) Inter –subjective is something that exists within the communication network linking
the subjective consciousness of many individuals.” 36
Many strangers must cooperate with one another;
“This will happen only if these strangers believe in some shared myths. It follows that in
order to change an existing imagined order, we must first believe in an alternative
imagined order.” 37
Imagined order is within the human mind not within human DNA.
“Because the Sapiens social order is imagined, humans cannot preserve the critical
information for running it simply by making copies of their DNA and passing it on to their
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progeny. A conscious effort has to be made to sustain laws, customs, procedures and
manners otherwise the social order would quickly collapse.” 38
The human brain is not a good storage device. By the time it has engaged in the survival of the
species there is little room for anything else. Then there is mortality, which we will mention later.
But first let’s look at the human solution to brain storage. Humans invented a data –processing
system called writing.39 Myths that had been communicated through the oral tradition, were now
concretized in the written word as was law and order. Arguments could be settled by the written
edict. Today we search for such information recorded by our ancestors, so that we can enter
their minds and understand their reasoning and life choices.
Lack of human instinct was filled by imagined orders and devised scripts. In the next chapter
these two things are paramount because they provide the source of the Creation Myth on which
the ‘Earthday Icon’ is based.

Systemic shift
Individualism and consumerism are key elements that undermine the Creation Myth system that
has been in place for millennia. One of the consequences of individualism and consumerism is
destruction of the planet as a natural habitat, the essential stage on which human history has
been played out. Perhaps inter-subjectivity, which relies on a communication network linking
like minded people and complete strangers, may be a possible solution. The techocommunication revolution has enabled a systemic shift in communication, where immediate
information from anywhere in the world is available to the individual. Social media sites enable
global mass response to individual local requests.
Is there a way out of an imagined order of individualism and consumerism motivated by human
pleasure? I hope so. Is there a human need for Creation myths? I think so. Without this
systemic shift, planet earth will continue to revert to chaos, habitat destruction on a mega scale,
through pollution, pesticides, plastic and war, to mention a few. Where the human gods battle
for supremacy, a devastated planet lies in its wake.

Immortality
According to Yuval Noah Harari;
“The leading project of the Scientific Revolution is to give humankind eternal life.”

40

But science is very expensive and throughout history its agenda has always been dictated by
those who have access to finance. In Harari’s book Homo Deus. A brief history of tomorrow..
He elaborates on this.
“We now aim to upgrade humans into gods, and turn Homo Sapiens into Homo deus.”

38
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In Silicon Valley the heart of the Scientific Revolution we find ‘Google’, the throbbing heart of
digital communication and a financial giant.
“In 2012 Ray Kurzweil42 was appointed a director of engineering at Google, and a year
later Google launched a sub-company called Calico whose stated mission is to solve
death. Google Ventures investment fund is investing 36% of its $2 billion portfolio in life
science start-ups including several ambitious life-extending projects.” 43
Another Silicon Valley immortality believer Peter Thiel44 said;
“The writing is on the wall: equality is out – immortality is in.”

45

Wanting to be immortal like God is still being sought after by humans. In the Creation myth this
human trait was the essence of the Garden of Eden story, Adam and Eve sought immortality
like God. The story line continues and the human quest for immortality remains. Within the
Scientific Revolution death is a technical problem to be solved.
“Every technical problem has a technical solution. We don’t need to wait for a Second
Coming in order to overcome death. A couple of geeks in a lab can do it. If traditionally
death was the specialty of priests and theologians, now engineers are taking over.” 46
Humans continue to ride rough-shod over the very earth they need to live their lives on. What of
the death of the planet? What of death of the other species that share the planet? Humans
continue to be blinkered towards their own superiority. Myth always embeds a truth. Humanity
has always required Creation myths to temper its ambition. Nothing has changed in this respect.
According to Harari;
“Homo Sapiens are transcending their biological determined limit and replacing them
with the laws of intelligent design” 47
But whose intelligent design? Who can know the cosmic mind of God?
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